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July 31, 2023 —

A Megsage from the Superintendent!

Hello Team Amherst:

This is the first of our monthly newsletters for the 2023-2024 school year. | hope that everyone had a relaxing
summer and yovr students are ready for the start of another school year. We have been preparing for the
opening of school all summer and are looking forward to a great school year. The purpose of these newsletters
is to provide parents, families, and the community with information about the school division as well as links to
information that we hope you will find beneficial. | stated the greeting as "Hello Team Amherst” to reintroduce
you to the “"Team Amherst” approach. We are all a part of the same team with the same outcomes in mind for ouvr
students which include: to be physically and emotionally healthy; to maximize their potential; be career and life
ready; and be able to contribute to the community ulron %'raduation. 1 am excited about the opportunity to
continve to build positive relationships between the school division, our families, and our community.

Today, new teachers reported to work to begin their orientation process in the school division. On August 7,
2023 all staff report to their schools to begin preparing for their students. We will have an Open House at all
schools on August 9, 2023 from 1:00 - 7:00 PM. Amherst County High School will also host a Freshman Parent
Orientation on August 9 from 5:00 - 6:00 PM. We will conduct a transition day for students in Pre-K,
Kindergarten, 6th grade and 9th grade on August 15. Students entering Pre-K and Kindergarten will attend
their respective schools from 9:00 - 12:00. Students entering the 6th and 9th grades will attend their
respective schools from 8:00 - 11:00.Transportation will be provided. Please be on the lookout for additional
information from your student’s respective school. Finally, the first day of school for the 2023-2024 school
year is August 16, 2023.

Our theme this year is ENGAGE. Last year we focused on Showing Up as part of the Show Up Amherst initiative.
This year we not only need to Show Up for each other but we need to ENGAGE with each other. Our staff will
focus on engaging with students, families, and the community. | am asking that our families and community

members ENGAGE with our students and ovur schools. Engaging with our students can be as simple as taking an

interest in their activities or monitoring their progress at school all the way up to volunteering. The schools,
families, and community need to ENGAGE with our students to be a positive influence and let them know that we
care about their future. If we do not ENGAGE with them the negative inflvencers will.

Ambherst County Public Schools will continve with our #ShowUpAmbherst initiative this year. This initiative is
part of our character education pro%ram and is designed to emphasize the importance of being present for
school and to be physically and mentally ENGAGED. Each school in the division will hold events throughout the
year that are designed to encouvrage students to show vp to school and ENGAGE. Data from the 2022-2023 school

ear suggests that Show Up Amherst had a positive influence on student attendance. To kick off Show Up
Ambherst this year we are hosting a Show Up Tailgate at Amherst County High School at the first home football
game on September 1 from 5:30 - 7:00 PM. This is a free event and we encovurage ovr students, staff, families,
and community to attend.

Amherst County Public Schools will also continue to focus on student attendance. We realize that instructional
time lost during the pandemic has had a negative effect on our students. We need ovur students in school on a
daily basis. Research suggests that students learn best when they receive quality in-person instruction. We are
going to do all we can to provide a quality educational experience. We are asking yov to do everything within
gour power to have your children attend school daily.

1 ask that you continue to work us to help us build the “team.” The school division is asking that our families and
community work alongside and join "Team Amherst” as we work to provide our students with the educational
opportunities they need to be successful upon gradvation. We have volunteer opportunities at all of our schools
and we encovurage our families and community to join vus. If we all pull together and work as one team with a
common goal, there is nothing that can stand in our way. This is the start of another exciting year for Amherst
County Public Schools and 1 thank yov in advance for gour support.

Sincerely,

William
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Open House! 1:00-7:00 pm All Schools

Transition Day!
Only Pre-K, Kindergarten, 6th grade, and
9th grade students attend
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Summer is flying byl We

are preparing for the
2023-2024 school year, and
you can tool Registration
forms are available to be

filled out online. Visit the
Parent Portal at

www.amherst kl2.va.us to log

in. Please contact your
child’s school if you have

any issues logging in. &

“Join us for Open House at
all schools on Wednesday,
August 9th from |:00-7:00
pm. Meet your child’s
teachers, visit classroomes,
and set up your
transportation needs.
Parents of high school
freshmen will have
orientation from 5:00 -
6:00. We look forward to
seeing you soonl
#ShowUpAmherst

#TeamAmherst

Wednesday August 9th, 1-7PM



http://www.amherst.k12.va.us/

Transition Day_is August [9!

Elementary Transition for

Pre-K, K & New to School Ist Graders: Time: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Middle School Transition for
6th & New to School 7th Graders: Time: 8:00 AM - 1:00 AM

High School Transition for
9th & New to School |I0th Graders: Time: 8:00 AM - |00 AM

Student Transportation is provided!

Student Transportation
Our dedicated transportation team is responsible for
providing safe and efficient transportation for all eligible
students to and from schools each day. Please be

s patient durlng thé first weeks of school as our
1 ransportatlon staff Work d|l|gently on the bus routes

If you have any questions, please contact the Transportation Department at 434-946-9707


http://www.infofinderi.com/ifi/?cid=ACS2XYAN2VCP

ACPS Kindergarten Registration 2023-2024

Amelon Elementary School

&<, It's not too late to reqgister Lea Gray, Princpal
A ¢

- Phone: 528-6498

yo U r C h i |d fO r ki n d e rg G rl-e n Central Elementary School

Ron Proffitt, Principal
Phone: 946-9700

& 4
IER\' o Children must be age 5 on or before September 30, 2023

Madison Heights Elementary School
Jeremy Hutchinson, Principal

Contact the school in which your child resides to bronc: 546 315
set up an appointment to complete the b Hementary Schoo

. Amanda Cassise, Principal
Screening process. Phone: 946-9704

Elon Elementary School
Leila Saunders Principal

Online registration forms can be completed at

https://amherst.psisijs.com/public/formbuilder/form.html?formid=1 Phone: 528-6496
M Temperance Elementary School
. Lantz Martin, Principal
Additional information about entrance requirements can be found on the Phone: 946-2811
ACPS Website under Families
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Inscripcion en el jardin de infancia
o Cursoescolar 2023-2024 et ey sens

Lea Gray, Principal
Nimero de teléfono: 528-6498

). Aun estd a tiempo de matricular asuhijo | fementary school
IJ&RY o en |O uarderl’a Ron Proffitt, Principal
g Nimero de teléfono: 946-9700

Los nifios tienen que tener 5 afios de edad en o antes del 30 de septiembre de 2023 Madison Heights Elementary School

Jeremy Hutchinson, Principal

Pongase en contacto con el centro escolar en el que NGmerd d léons: 846 015
resicle su hijo para concertar una citay completar el pmheret Elementary Schoo

Amanda Cassise, Principal

proceso de detECCién, Numero de teléfono 946-9704

Los formularios de inscripcién en linea se pueden Elon Elementary School
Comp|e1'c|r en Leila Saunders, Principal
. . . . Ndmero de feléfono : 528-6496
https://amherst.psisjs.com/public/formbuilder/form.html?formid=1 smeredeleEon
0940353 Temperance Elementary School

Lantz Martin, Principal

S 2 - . Nimero de feléfono: 946-2811
Encontrard mas informacién sobre los requisitos de acceso en el sitio web tmero cefeiéiono

de ACPS, en la seccidén Familias


https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=12380990&pageId=15504892
https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=12380990&pageId=15504892
https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=12380990&pageId=15504892
https://ecollect.accelaschool.com/Amherst
https://ecollect.accelaschool.com/Amherst
https://amherst.psisjs.com/public/formbuilder/form.html?formid=10940353
https://ecollect.accelaschool.com/Amherst
https://ecollect.accelaschool.com/Amherst
https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=12380990&pageId=15504892
https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=12380990&pageId=15504892
https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=12380990&pageId=15504892
https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=12380990&pageId=15504892
https://amherst.psisjs.com/public/formbuilder/form.html?formid=10940353

Survey4d

.

Attention Parents of Students with
Disabilities! We need your feedback on
our programming and support here in
Ambherst, and invite you to complete the

survey linked below. This data collection English Version of the 2022-23

process is completely anonymous, and Indicator 8 Parent Survey

helps us ensure we stay connected and

engaged with the families of Amherst Spanish Version of the 2022-23

County! Indicator 8 Parent Survey
—

Stdent Dress
Cod®

All students are required to

.Straps must be at least

2 inches wide

adhere to the student dress

The entire
__section within
the dashed
lines must be

covered

code. Information regarding the

dress code can be found on

|_

1

Clothing must be at |
least 4 inches in
length

each school website and in your
student’s Student Handbook.
Please contact your student's
school if you have any

questions!



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JCVG27W
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JCVG27W
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H92X3V3

The years before a child enters kindergarten directly
impact a child’s ability to thrive in kindergarten and
beyond. School Readiness means preparing all children
for kindergarten by supporting birth-to-age-five
programming, including the Virginia Preschool

Initiative (VPI/Smart Start). Virginia's focus includes
key classroom practices such as the use of high-
quality curriculum and assessment, teacher-child

interactions and individualized professional
development. It also includes strengthening family
engagement.

Through generous grant funding provided by the
Virginia Department of Education, Amherst County
Public Schools is able to provide programming for

eligible four year olds. Acceptance for all programs
are based on eligibility and availability of slots.

county Public Schoo o
?mmohretrsstcort pre-School Program | /W

Free, full-day preschool program that meets all

Virginia State Stondordsldfor p:egghleneggcbzt;g:e Three
4-year-old (Child mus : .
fg;pijsxl;er gOth of the school year applying for). Locations
ost for Breakfast, Lunch, and Snack. All school Amherst
e Csupplies provided. Transportation available. Elementary
- t Start j
To learn more about o:; 292303:\2;3:(?; A Central
lease see the in |
prograt: SOCuments linked below. Elementary
English 4 Year Old 9023-2024 Preschool Flyer ; Madison
. e-escolar Heights
i46n aqeneral sobre el programa pr
Informacion 9 e E|ement0r9
)
Click here to access the paper or electronic
application



https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12380906/File/Administration/Academics/Director%20Of%20Student%20Services/Early%20Childhood/Feb%202023%2023-24%20English%204%20Year%20Old%20Preschool%20Flyer%20(1).pdf
https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12380906/File/Administration/Academics/Director%20Of%20Student%20Services/Early%20Childhood/Feb%202023%2023-24%20English%204%20Year%20Old%20Preschool%20Flyer%20(1).pdf
https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12380906/File/Administration/Academics/Director%20Of%20Student%20Services/Early%20Childhood/Smart%20Start%20Spanish%20Informationfor%20Website.pdf
https://www.amherst.k12.va.us/organization/administration/chief_student_services_officer/early_childhood
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SUMMER ACADEMIES

Our Summer Academies wrapped
up in July! The Power Scholars
program had 104 students who
focused on math, reading, and

enrichment activities. Families were
invited to a student showcase to
meet staff and view student work.
Great job, #TeamAmherst!
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Join #TeamAmherst! We are looking for
highly qualified and motivated educators
to join the ACPS family. We offer an
excellent 2-year mentorship program and
support throughout your career with us. General Moin

CUStOdfansm s etAtendant

We look forward to sharing even more e
. S s LUrivers
about our division with you.

General Maintenance Worker

Apply online at amherst.k12.va.us

Contact Human Resources with any
questions at 434-946-9376.
We look forward to hearing from you!

o . A
N Effective August 2022,
Amherst County Public
Schools changed their
requirement for
N PS CH unp volunteers to be
eIR BaCKGBo fingerprinted from
gHHECK POLICY- every 10 years to every
= 5 years. If you have not
had your fingerprints
done since 2018 and
would like to continue
to volunteer or attend
field trips, you will
need to visit Human
Resources. Please call
434-946-9376, and we
can help you.



https://amherst.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx

#HSHOWUPAMHERST *
COMMUNITY TAILGATE

EVERYONE IS INVITED!
COME OUT AND #SHOWUP FOR OUR STUDENTS, STAFF, FAMILIES, "
COMMUNITY AND EACH OTHER! JOIN US FOR A COOKOUT AT THE
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM AT THE FRONT OF AMHERST COUNTY
HIGH SCHOOL. HOTDOGS AND HAMBURGERS WILL BE PROVIDED.
ENJOY FOOD AND TIME TOGETHER BEFORE THE BIG GAME' |
THIS IS A FREE COMMUNITY EVENT. of

September 1, 2023
5:30-7:00 pm
Lancer Stadium
139 Lancer Lane

KICKOFF @ 7:00 PM

" If you would like to remain for the game and cheer
on our Lancers, tickets can be purchased at the

% gatel , \
SHOWLU) P i75n () & %w.r.m&.:':;':)

AMHERST




Llsten to your child an
\ them that many students take ai

blt of time to get adjusted
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) J‘lt is normal to feel nervous

about going back to school.
d reassure

routine of the school year. ¢

-

______
-------
--------------------

Homework:

so that expectations are clear.
Allow for a quiet, organized space
to complete work where your child
can ask you for help when needed.

to |:|‘I0

~

|Provide your child with a structure

BACKYNO

SCHROOL TIPS

k\
Morning Routine: l
CStart discussing with your
¢ child what the morning
¢ routine will look like once
¢~ School starts. Break down
the routine into steps
that your child can easily
remember. Begin
7 practicing steps to be
7~ Sureyou allow enough
 time. Consider creating a
wsual schedule that your
child can refer to, and be
# sure to encourage your
# child when you see them

Snacks can often help replenish
energy to maintain focus and
\complete challenging work.

» complete a specific step.

; Bedtime: =
; Bedtime can be a difficult :
i adjustment after a break from !
 school. Start gradually getting back !
: into an earlier bedtime and earlier ! C

wake time to prepare for school
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ADAPTED FROM HTTPS://CHILDMIND.ORG/ARTICLE/HELPING-KIDS-BACK-SCHOOL-ROUTINE/



